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DAY TOURS GUIDE

Burraga was once a thriving copper mining village and nowadays 
has a large radiata log treatment facility.  After Burraga, the tour 
continues through Rockley to Trunkey Creek (a gold rush town) to 
Carcoar for a picnic lunch.  Carcoar is the third oldest town west of 
the Blue Mountains and was the site of Australia’s first bank hold up 
and haunt of Ben Hall the bush ranger. The Church of Immaculate 
Conception, constructed in 1870, has an ingenious cooling system 
with air passing through wall cavities with vents in the window sills. 
The tour then returns to Oberon via Barry, Newbridge, Perthville and 
Ben Chifley Dam.

Day Tour Burraga – Carcoar – Rockley – Perthville – Chifley Dam

A day full of adventure and great Blue Mountains scenery. The drive to 
the ‘ghost town’ follows the historic stock route over the mountains and a 
track side morning tea stop is near a rock shelf with numerous Aboriginal 
sharpening grooves.  On arrival at the site of the once thriving silver mining 
town of Yerranderie, a guided town tour will be conducted. After a picnic 
lunch there is time to stroll a nearby silver mine or enjoy the peaceful 
surrounds of the “ghost town” before returning to Oberon.  (By arrangement 
only – due to road conditions.)

Day Tour Yerranderie - ‘ghost tour’ in the Blue Mountains

Spring Time Tour - Daffodil Festival
This tour is on the weekend before the long weekend in October as that is when 
the Daffodil Festival occurs in Oberon. The tour will include a trip to  Kanangra 
Walls,  and various daffodil and tulip gardens as well as being back in time for the 
Daffodil Festival. The Street Fair is held in the main street of Oberon. The main 
street is closed to traffic for the day with entertainment, rides, exhibitions and 
displays, as well as the growing number of stall holders. This tour operates the 
weekend prior to the October long weekend to co-incide with the Oberon Daffodil 
Festival, Included in the trip to Kanangra Walls and returning in time for the street 
fair and gardens inspections.

Drive by a coach along forestry trails to watch the high tech harvesting 
machinery at work in the radiata forests that cover large areas 
near Oberon. Enjoy a picnic lunch before returning to visit the local 
museum and the Cobweb gallery (situated in the Malachi Gilmour 
Hall – perhaps Australia’s best example of art deco architecture) or 
simply enjoy time to stroll around Oberon township.

Day Tour Timber Harvesting and Oberon Attractions
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Day Tour  Kanangra Walls – Jenolan Caves
A short  drive to Kanangra Boyd National Park and Kanangra 
Walls. Situated near the Jenolan Caves, 180 km west of 
Sydney, Kanangra Boyd National Park is a large wilderness 
region covering 68 276 ha. Enormous cliffs, canyons and 
gorges, underdeveloped limestone caves, spectacular 
waterfalls and crystal clear 
streams. One of the main 
attractions is the Kanangra 
Walls, these spectacular 
cliffs are an amazing sight. 

Then the tour heads to 
Jenolan Caves in time for 
lunch. Browse the newly 
renovated historic Caves 
House or walk one of the 
short nearby trails. There 

Day Tour - The Surrounding Areas of Oberon
The tour may include any of the following and more!

Sidmouth Valley Homestead
Robert Lowe acquired 2000 acres on Cox’s Road which he called 
Sidmouth Valley in 1823. He was never resident there but his son 
James later lived there with his assigned convicts, who built the 
present house on the land dating from about 1826. Early travellers 
passed it, and it became a stop on the journey for many.

Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway
This 24.3 km pioneer line branches south from the main western line at 
Tarana station and was opened in 1923.  It has one of the steepest gradients 
in NSW and was built to convey local produce, timber and livestock from the 
Oberon district.  The last train ran in September 1979 but the line has never 
been officially closed.  Volunteer members of the Oberon Tarana Heritage 
Railway have almost completed the first stage of the track restoration from the 
heritage listed Oberon Station to Hazelgrove Siding (5.3 kms). It is planned to 
run tourist trains on the line on weekends in early 2011

are over 400 karst features recorded at Jenolan of which most are caves ranging from 
a few metres in length up to several kilometres long. Of these, 12 are regularly shown 
to the public. The tour is in small coaches (less than 30) because of road conditions. 
The tour includes a picnic lunch at Jenolan.

Mayfield Gardens
(restricted public open dates, but tours by prior arrangements)
Mayfield Garden is one of the largest privately owned cool 
climate gardens in the world. You might not have heard much 
about it yet but all that is about to change. It is nestled within 
a 5000 acre working farm near Oberon in the Central West 
Tablelands of New South Wales. 



Ph: 02 6336 2100  Fax: 02 6336 2114 Email: btrout@bigpond.net.au Ph: 02 6336 2100  Fax: 02 6336 2114 Email: btrout@bigpond.net.au

Day Tour Bathurst – Abercrombie House
Travel to Bathurst (Australia’s oldest inland settlement) and visit  
Abercrombie House (extraordinary blue stone Gothic mansion) and the 
Sommerville Collection (Australia’s finest fossil and mineral museum). 
The City of Bathurst is the oldest inland settlement in Australia. It was 
proclaimed a town in 1815 and, with the discovery of gold, experienced 
rapid growth in the 1850s and ‘60s. Bathurst is the home of Ben 
Chifley, motor racing and education. Returning via Perthville, Chifley 
Dam (major water storage for Bathurst) and O’Connell (pub opened in 
1865).

Mount Panorama Motor Racing Circuit is 6.213 kilometres in length, 
874 metres above sea level and has grades of up to 1 in 6.13. The track 
is a public road for the majority of the year and as such regular road 
rules apply (incl.2 way traffic, 60km/hr speed limit).  Race direction 
(during major events is anti-clockwise. Mount Panorama is unique in 
its rural setting. There are over 40 private residences located around 
the circuit, as well as luxury accommodation, a winery, restaurant 
and fruit orchard.  Several local sporting associations also use the 
Mount as a base for their activities, including the Sporting Shooters 
Association, Bathurst Rifle Club, Bathurst Gun Club, Panorama 

Bathurst Tour – Motor Racing Tour

Bathurst Day Tour – The Surrounds of Bathurst
The tour may include any of the following, and more!
Australian Fossil & Mineral Museum
A major star of the collection and the exhibition is a 10 metre long Tyrannosaurus Rex, the only one in the country, plus 
several dinosaur eggs, a 40 million-year old lizard caught in amber and rare minerals.  All part of this collection which 
has been given to the people of NSW by Warren Somerville.

Heritage Buildings such as the following:

Motorcycle Club, and, of course, the Bathurst Light Car Club. The National Motor Racing Museum sits on Murray’s 
Corner, show casing an impressive array of motorcycle and car racing memorabilia from all over the country.  The mix 
of homes, businesses and sporting clubs adds to the mystique of the Mount, creating a laid-back, welcoming feel to this 
remarkable track.

Ben Chifley House
Of ‘special’ note is that Ben Chifley was born (1885) and raised in Bathurst. One of 
Australia’s most respected Prime Ministers he maintained his connections with the city 
until the end of his life. As a tribute to him and his wife Elizabeth, Ben Chifley’s home is 
maintained by the city of Bathurst providing a glimpse of life during the first half of the 20th 
century.
Cobb & Co Coach
Bathurst  became the site Cobb & Co’s headquarters in 1862, under the management 
of a local boy, James Rutherford. The first coach arrived at Bathurst, from Victoria, with 
Rutherford at the reins. The company’s principal coach construction factory operated 
behind Bathurst’s Black Bull Inn until 1881 

Old Government Cottage
Situated in the oldest part of Bathurst.  The Cottage built in c.1817 is one of the oldest brick buildings in Australia and 
the oldest building standing in Bathurst. There are many heritage buildings in Bathurst, another one is Miss Trail’s 
house.
Slattery Museum ~ St Stanislaus College  
This is the site of Australia’s first X-Ray taken by Father Slattery in 1896. St Stanislaus’ College is also famous for its 
Marble Hall, designed by architect Edward Gell.
Bathurst Goldfields  
Bathurst Goldfields, a reconstruction of a goldmining village which has a mine, a working stamper battery crushing 
ore, operative steam engines, a miner’s hut, a blacksmith’s forge and gold panning lessons. A visit takes the form of 
a guided tour
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This tour starts at Burraga village, a once thriving mining town and present day it is 
a radiata log treatment facility. After Burraga, the tour continues through Rockley to 
Trunkey Creek (a gold rush town) Abercrombie Caves. The entrance to the Abercrombie 
Caves is through the majestic Grand Arch. Solid masses of marble decorate the walls 
of the caves highlighted by the soft natural light entering from each end. More than a 
century ago gold miners built a platform for dances in one of the main galleries. Today 
the historic dance floor is used as a stage for underground concerts, weddings and 
Christmas carols. The tour returns via Rockley (Time passed Rockley by. Around the 
turn of the century the copper mine closed and slowly people drifted away. As a result 
the village remains largely untouched. It is this near-perfect preservation which has 
resulted in the whole village being listed by the National Trust.) and Charlton.

Burraga/Trunkey/Abercrombie Caves Tour

Day Tour Tarana – Lithgow – Glow Worm Tunnels
(small groups only – 25 or less)
En route to Lithgow we pass through Tarana (pink granite quarry for 
the Sydney Opera House) and cross sections of Cox’s original road 
to Bathurst as well as the old railway route. Visit all the highlights 
in Lithgow, before viewing the impressive rock formations known 
as the ‘lost city’. The adventure continues as we drive along the 
abandoned railway track on the Lithgow to Newnes line, through a 
long railway tunnel to the track head for a walk to the main tunnel 
with its pretty glow worms (torches supplied).

Travel to Kelso first to see the The Holy Trinity Anglican Church at 
Kelso was the first church built west of the Blue Mountains. The 
foundation stone was laid in 1834 and the building was completed in 
1835. Rev Samuel Marsden conducted the first service in 1835 and 
in 1836 Bishop Broughton, the first Bishop of Australia, consecrated 
the building. The the tour heads to Ilford and the Museum of Power 
and Steam.The museum’s exhibits show the development of steam and 
internal engine, the transition to the internal combustion engine and its 
development, also the lateral thinking which developed the turbine - the 
steam engine of the 20th century. The tour returns via Sofala, Limekilns, 
Kelso and Brewongle.

Day Tour Ilford and the Museum of Power and Steam

A day full of history with a visit to one of Australia’s first goldfields. 
Morning tea will be provided  en route. A local guide at Hill End will 
relive the history of the gold fields with visits to local historic sites. 
After lunch the tour will visit the History Hill complex with its own 
underground mine and perhaps the finest ‘gold rush’ museum in 
the country. There will be a stop  at Sofala with time to browse this 
historic town.

Day Tour Sofala – Hill End
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We are only too happy to arrange other tours based on your interests and their availability -  just ask!

This man-made Wind Farm was the largest of its type in Australia. It consists 
of 15 wind turbines between Lake Carcoar and Mount Macquarie. The energy 
produced here is distributed to greenpower customers. The benefits for the 
area are not only environmental but has also become a great tourist attraction, 
bringing significant economic benefit to the region.

Carcoar Wind Farm Tour

Visit sheep/cattle/vegetable growing farms (when in season)/ and vineyards in the Oberon District.
Local Farm Tours

Mt Piper Power Station/Small Arms Factory Tour
Mt Piper Power Station Visitors’ Centre at the district’s newest and 
most up-to-date power station has plenty of scope for participation, 
with videos, touch-screen computers, wind turbines and solar panels. 
The Lithgow Small Arms museum houses one of Australia’s most 
comprehensive collections of machine guns, rifles, pistols and related 
items from around the world. Unique to this museum are Australian 
designed experimental, prototype and pre-production weapons.

Other Attractions around Oberon
Oberon’s Summer Festivals
The Oberon and Villages Summer Festival is a chance for visitors to rediscover these simple 
pleasures, sharing the lifestyle, history, culture, produce, secrets, stories and hospitality of 
the Oberon Circle of Villages, a part of The Tablelands Way experience.

Bike Riding
Sweeping hill tracks, meandering paths through native and pine forest, quiet country roads 
and more challenging routes encompass the area.

Mushrooms
The huge area of State Forests pine plantations provides an ideal environment for exotic 
wood mushrooms - prized in Europe and coveted by top Sydney restaurants.

Fossicking
Fossicking is a popular and rewarding activity in the Oberon district, with a number of 
designated fossicking areas accessible to the public.

Fishing
Lake Oberon or Oberon Dam is regularly stocked with brown and rainbow trout and can be 
fished throughout the year from the water’s edge. (A fishing license is required)

Gardens
Oberon’s mountain climate and high rainfall provide a wonderful environment for cool 
country plants, both introduced and native species. From early spring until late autumn, 
Oberon gardens are always full of colour and interest.

Seasonal Tours and Other Tours

All tours are available for large group guided coach tours. Most of these 
tours can be self drive tours - we will happily assist our guests with relevant 

information.


